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The City of Paducah Artist Relocation Program wins

International Award for Outstanding Partnerships

In this season of Emmy awards and red carpets, the City of Paducah proudly accepts what can be likened to an Emmy of its own. City Manager James Zumwalt accepted the International City/County Management Association’s (ICMA’s) 2005 Program Excellence Award for Outstanding Partnerships for the Artist Relocation Program in Minneapolis, Minnesota at the organization’s 91st Annual Conference.  Local recognition for this distinguished award will take place at the front end of the Tuesday, October 11 City Commission meeting. 

ICMA’s Program Excellence Award for Outstanding Partnerships: Public-Private Partnerships recognizes a local government and its private-sector partner that has demonstrated the value of public/private partnerships as an effective technique for introducing greater efficiency, innovation and civic awareness into a variety of local government services. ICMA is the professional and educational organization for chief appointed managers, administrators, and assistants in cities, towns, and regional entities throughout the world. 

The Artist Relocation Program is successful largely due to the innovative partnership between the City of Paducah and the community owned Paducah Bank.  Paducah Bank issued risky loans worth well over then current property values long before success was evident and did all of the financing for the program, assigning one of its top loan officers to the program. Together, Paducah Bank’s commitment of time and resources with the City’s overall financing of the program in various facets has resulted in more than 65 new artists in Lower Town who have brought with them approximately $19 million in private investments.  This program continues to bring new and increased tax revenues, creates a more diversified economy, and adds to a growing tourism base. 

The Artist Relocation Program is the recipient of numerous awards, including the 2002 Governor’s Government Award in the Arts, the 2002 Kentucky Chapter of the American Planning Association’s Special Merit Award for Outstanding Planning, the 2004 American Planning Association’s Outstanding Award for a Special Community Initiative, the 2004 National Recreation and Parks Association’s Dorothy Mullins Art and Humanities Award, and a 2005 Silver Medal Winner of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence.
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